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the country. Since that time, 143 years 
ago, the descendants of slaves have ob-
served this anniversary of emanci-
pation as a remembrance of one of the 
most tragic periods of our Nation’s his-
tory. The suffering, degradation, and 
brutality of slavery cannot be repaired, 
but the memory can serve to ensure 
that no such inhumanity is ever per-
petrated again on American soil. 

Throughout the Nation, we also cele-
brate the many important achieve-
ments of former slaves and their de-
scendants. We do so because in 1926 Dr. 
Carter G. Woodson, son of former 
slaves, proposed such a recognition as a 
way of preserving the history of Afri-
can Americans and recognizing the 
enormous contributions of a people of 
great strength, dignity, faith, and con-
viction—a people who rendered their 
achievements for the betterment and 
advancement of a Nation once lacking 
in humanity towards them. Every Feb-
ruary, nationwide, we celebrate Afri-
can American History Month. And, 
every year on June 19 we celebrate 
Juneteenth Independence Day. 

I am happy to join with my col-
leagues, Senators DURBIN, REID, 
OBAMA, STABENOW, BROWNBACK, KERRY, 
LANDRIEU, CARDIN, LIEBERMAN, 
MCCASKILL, CLINTON, LEAHY, KENNEDY, 
DODD, SANDERS, MENENDEZ, BROWN, 
PRYOR, and LAUTENBERG, in commemo-
rating Juneteenth Independence Day 
with the submission of S. Res. 231, 
which the Senate has just adopted, in 
recognition of the end of slavery and to 
never forget even the worst aspects of 
our Nation’s history. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I 
am pleased that, S. Res. 231, a resolu-
tion recognizing historic Juneteenth 
Independence Day, has passed the Sen-
ate. 

June 19 is an ordinary day for many 
Americans, is a significant day for 
those who know its history. 
Juneteenth Independence Day cele-
brates June 19, 1865, when Union sol-
diers led by MG Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, TX, with news that 
the Civil War had ended and that the 
enslaved were free. 

Americans across the United States 
continue the tradition of celebrating 
Juneteenth Independence Day as inspi-
ration and encouragement for future 
generations. 

The legislation recognizes the signifi-
cance of Juneteenth Independence Day 
and supports its continued celebration 
as an opportunity for the people of the 
United States to learn more about the 
past and to understand more fully the 
experiences that have shaped our na-
tion. 

As Americans, we must remember 
the lessons learned from slavery. 
Juneteenth is a day that all Ameri-
cans, of all races, creeds, and ethnic 
backgrounds, can celebrate freedom 
and the end of slavery in the United 
States. 

I am pleased to recognize historic 
Juneteenth Independence Day and 
proud that the Senate has passed this 
important resolution. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating thereto be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 231) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 231 

Whereas news of the end of slavery did not 
reach frontier areas of the United States, 
and in particular the Southwestern States, 
for more than 2 years after President Lin-
coln’s Emancipation Proclamation of Janu-
ary 1, 1863, and months after the conclusion 
of the Civil War; 

Whereas, on June 19, 1865, Union soldiers 
led by Major General Gordon Granger ar-
rived in Galveston, Texas, with news that 
the Civil War had ended and that the 
enslaved were free; 

Whereas African Americans who had been 
slaves in the Southwest celebrated June 19, 
commonly known as ‘‘Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day’’, as the anniversary of their eman-
cipation; 

Whereas African Americans from the 
Southwest continue the tradition of cele-
brating Juneteenth Independence Day as in-
spiration and encouragement for future gen-
erations; 

Whereas, for more than 140 years, 
Juneteenth Independence Day celebrations 
have been held to honor African American 
freedom while encouraging self-development 
and respect for all cultures; 

Whereas, although Juneteenth Independ-
ence Day is beginning to be recognized as a 
national, and even global, event, the history 
behind the celebration should not be forgot-
ten; and 

Whereas the faith and strength of char-
acter demonstrated by former slaves remains 
an example for all people of the United 
States, regardless of background, religion, or 
race: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate— 
(A) recognizes the historical significance of 

Juneteenth Independence Day to the Nation; 
(B) supports the continued celebration of 

Juneteenth Independence Day to provide an 
opportunity for the people of the United 
States to learn more about the past and to 
understand better the experiences that have 
shaped the Nation; and 

(C) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe Juneteenth Independence 
Day with appropriate ceremonies, activities, 
and programs; and 

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that— 
(A) history should be regarded as a means 

for understanding the past and solving the 
challenges of the future; and 

(B) the celebration of the end of slavery is 
an important and enriching part of the his-
tory and heritage of the United States. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I yield 
the floor. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CASEY). Morning business is closed. 

CREATING LONG-TERM ENERGY 
ALTERNATIVES FOR THE NA-
TION ACT OF 2007 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 6, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6) to reduce our Nation’s de-

pendence on foreign oil by investing in clean, 
renewable, and alternative energy resources, 
promoting new emerging energy tech-
nologies, developing greater efficiency, and 
creating a Strategic Energy Efficiency and 
Renewables Reserve to invest in alternative 
energy, and for other purposes? 

Pending: 
Reid amendment No. 1502, in the nature of 

a substitute. 
Reid (for Bingaman) amendment No. 1537 

(to Amendment No. 1502), to provide for a re-
newable portfolio standard. 

Klobuchar (for Bingaman) amendment No. 
1573 (to Amendment No. 1537), to provide for 
a renewable portfolio standard. 

Bingaman (for Klobuchar) amendment No. 
1557 (to Amendment No. 1502), to establish a 
national greenhouse gas registry. 

Kohl amendment No. 1519 (to Amendment 
No. 1502), to amend the Sherman Act to 
make oil-producing and exporting cartels il-
legal. 

Kohl (for DeMint) amendment No. 1546 (to 
amendment No. 1502), to provide that legisla-
tion that would increase the national aver-
age fuel prices for automobiles is subject to 
a point of order in the Senate. 

Corker amendment No. 1608 (to amendment 
No. 1502), to allow clean fuels to meet the re-
newable fuel standard. 

Cardin amendment No. 1520 (to amendment 
No. 1502), to promote the energy independ-
ence of the United States. 

Domenici (for Thune) amendment No. 1609 
(to amendment No. 1502), to provide require-
ments for the designation of national inter-
est electric transmission corridors. 

Cardin amendment No. 1610 (to amendment 
No. 1502), to provide for the siting, construc-
tion, expansion, and operation of liquefied 
natural gas terminals. 

Collins amendment No. 1615 (to amend-
ment No. 1502), to provide for the develop-
ment and coordination of a comprehensive 
and integrated U.S. research program that 
assists the people of the United States and 
the world to understand, assess, and predict 
human-induced and natural processes of ab-
rupt climate change. 

Domenici (for Bunning-Domenici) amend-
ment No. 1628 (to Amendment No. 1502), to 
provide standards for clean coal-derived 
fuels. 

Bingaman (for Tester) amendment No. 1614 
(to amendment No. 1502), to establish a pro-
gram to provide loans for projects to produce 
syngas from coal and other feedstocks while 
simultaneously reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and reliance of the United States 
on petroleum and natural gas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be up to 
21⁄2 hours of debate with respect to 
amendment No. 1628, offered by the 
Senator from Kentucky, Mr. BUNNING, 
and amendment No. 1614, offered by the 
Senator from Montana, Mr. TESTER, 
with the time equally divided and con-
trolled between Senator BUNNING, Sen-
ator TESTER or their designees. 

The Senator from Montana is recog-
nized. 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I wish 
to speak to amendment No. 1614, spon-
sored by Senators BYRD, ROCKEFELLER, 
LANDRIEU, SALAZAR, WEBB, and myself. 
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